Audition pack

Leaf
Vocal range – Top G

No, dads, let me get this one first, please!
PANCH
We need a spelling, please, Logainne.
SCHWARZY
(struggling through her sad memory)

Cystitis. C-Y-S-T-I-T-I-S. Cystitis.
PANCH
That is correct. Mr. Coneybear.
RONA
Mr. Coneybear makes his own clothes
(Leaf is very proud that this has been announced. This whole experience is just terribly
amusing to him.)
PANCH
Acouchi
CONEYBEAR
A-what?
PANCH
Listen to the whole word, please. Acouchi.
CONEYBEAR
At a spelling bee!?? What’s it mean?
PANCH
“A South American rodent of the genus Myoprocta, resembling an agouti.”
CONEYBEAR
It’s funny how I keep getting South American rodents.
PANCH
Hilarious.
CONEYBEAR
Look, honestly? I’ve never heard this word before- and I have no idea how to spell it.
PANCH
Would you like to forfeit your turn ? (MUSIC CUE)
thinks about it, music starts
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RONA
Why don’t you just give it your best shot Mr. Coneybear?
CONEYBEAR
I’M NOT THAT SMART.
MY SIBLINGS HAVE BEEN TELLING ME THAT FOR YEARSTHAT I’M NOT THAT SMART.
WE’RE SCHOOLED AT HOME
(THEY SEE WHO’S BRIGHT)
IT BREAKS MY HEART..
I’M NOT THAT SMART.
I HAVE A GENTLE PERSONALITY
WHICH, YOU’LL ALL AGREE,
IS ANATH’MA TO MY MORE AGGRESSIVE FAMILY.
EVERYONE KEEPS SWATTING
FAMILY
DUMB KID
CONEYBEAR
EVERYONE KEEPS YELLING
FAMILY
DUMB KID
CONEYBEAR
HOW COULD A FLEA
SUCH AS ME
THINK HE’D BE
GOOD AT SPELLING?
HOW?
I DON’T KNOW.
I LIKE MY HAIR.
REALLY IT IS PLEASANT TO THE TOUCH.
I TOSS MY HAIR. (HE DOES)
A BIT TOO MUCH. (HE DOES AGAIN)
IT DOESN’T MOVE.
IT SIMPLY SITS.
I MAKE A PART. (HE DOES)
I’M NOT THAT SMART.
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(BALLET BREAK)
CONEYBEAR
BA DA DE DA (ETC)
DOODLE DOODLE DOODLE….
PANCH
Mr. Coneybear!
CONEYBEAR
I’ve forgotten the word.
PANCH
Oh my God. Acouchi.
CONEYBEAR
Right, the rodent resembling the other rodent – what was the other…
(trance takes him) A-C-O-U-C-H-I. Acouchi.
PANCH
That is correct
CONEYBEAR
(stunned)
I MIGHT BE SMART.
MY SIBLINGS (POINTS THEM OUT) CAN’T BELIEVE THAT I GOT IT RIGHT.
BUT I GOT IT RIGHT.
(TO PANCH) RIGHT?
I DIDN’T CHEAT
I SAW THIS LIGHT
AND IT WAS NEAT
I LIKE TO LAUGH
I LIKE TO SPELL
I LIKE TO NEVER HEAR THE BELL.
AND IF THIS COMPETITION’S HELL…
AT LEAST I’M FINALLY A PART.
I FEEL MY HEART
BEGIN TO SWELL
I LIKE- I LOVE- TO SPELL
I like it a lot.
AUDIENCE VOLUNTEER slot. Actor playing Panch is using his discretion on where to call
audience volunteers depending on how many remain.
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I’M NOT THAT SMART
I’m not that smart
My siblings have been telling me that for years
That I’m not smart
We’re schooled at home
They see who’s bright
It breaks my heart
I’m not that smart
(spoken) Guess what? You know what? Guess what?
(sung) I have a gentle personality
Which you’ll all agree
Is anathema to my more agressive Family
Everyone keeps swatting
(SPELLERS (spoken) Dumb kid!)
Everyone keeps yelling
(SPELLERS (spoken) Dumb kid!)
How could a flea such as me think he’d be good at spelling?
How? I don’t know…
I like my hair
Really, it is pleasant to the touch
I toss my hair
A bit too much
It doesn’t move, it simply sits
I make a part
I’m not that smart
Doo, doo, doo doo doo doo etc
(ad lib!)
(spoken) I forgot the word.
MR. PANCH Acouchi.
Oh yeah, acouchi.
The rodent resembling the other rodent; what was it ‘ A-c-o-u-c-h-i.
Acouchi.
MR. PANCH That is correct!

I might be smart
My siblings can’t believe that I got it right
But I got it right
Right?
I didn’t cheat
I saw this light
And it was neat
I like to laugh
I like to spell
I like to never hear the bell
And if this competition’s hell
At least I’m finally a part
I feel my heart
Begin to swell
I like ‘ nibethepa
I love
To spell
I like it a lot!
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